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Tip: Good News for Natural Light Fans — Steadier Canon Cameras

Camera shake is the bane of photographers who prefer shooting in natural light.
Low-light situations require slow shutter speeds, and it's hard to hand-hold a camera
steadily for more than 1/60 — 1/30 second. And the problem is magnified by the addition
of a zoom lens. Canon has addressed the issue with two models of Canon PowerShot
digital camera: the PowerShot S2 IS and S3 IS. Canon's Image Stabilizer technology
moves a lens group in response to detecting movement of the camera in any direction
during exposure — effectively eliminating blur.

Tip: Intelligent Autofocus

Most of the Canon PowerShot camera line now offers Canon's AiAF nine-point
auto-focus system. This Artificial Intelligence Auto Focus scans the scene and
“consults” with Canon's iISAPS (intelligent Scene Analysis based on Photographic
Space) — a statistical analysis photo database built into the camera. Essentially AiAF
works with iISAPS to evaluate the contents of each of the nine focus areas (picture a tic
tac toe grid on your view screen) and select the optimum focusing distance based on
the information in the database. But don't worry about the science. The bottom line is
that this system works remarkably well, even when subjects aren't centered in the
frame.

Tip: The EOS 20D - A Solid Mid-range Performer

If you already own Canon lenses, and you're in the market for a solid “advanced” dSLR
— without the pro price, the Canon 20D is a model you should consider. Although two
years old - that's middle age in digital camera years - the EOS 20D remains one of the
best performers in its class. It was heralded by reviewers on it's arrival, and was
honored with a DIWA (Digital Imaging Websites Association) gold medal, and DIWA's
2004 Platinum Award. Here are just a few of the features that earned the 20D rave
reviews: * 5 frames per second bursts for up to 23 frames (JPEG) * Shoots true RAW
files, as well as JPEG's * Compatible with Canon's EF-S series digital lenses, as well as
most other recent Canon lenses * 1/8000 sec. top shutter speed and 1/250 sec. flash
synch speed * Up to 1,000 shots (flashless) per single charge of the lithium ion battery *
Optional battery grip increases service time * New “Precision Matte” focusing screen
makes manual focus more accurate * Flash Exposure Lock feature * Selectable
auto-focus points If you're thinking of moving up to a dSLR, price makes the EOS 20D
an attractive buy. Though expensive, some reliable dealers carry offer hefty discounts —
as much as $500 off.
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Tip: Digital vs. Analog Video — No Contest

Buy.com Tip: One less obvious advantage of digital camcorders over their analog
cousins is copy quality. Copying digital files doesn'’t result in a loss of image quality. A
copy of an analog video (such as VHS) won'’t be as good as the original it was made
from. But digital signals don’t show this loss in quality. Digital information — including
recordings from digital camcorders — transfers from generation to generation with the
same quality as the original.

Tip: JVC's Next Generation: Hard Drive Camcorders

Here's a JVC digital camcorder with a twist. In fact, there's an entire line of them. JVC's
Everio digital camcorders use on-board hard drives for storage. These full-featured
camcorders are small and light (model weights start at under one pound), but they come
with some pretty nice features. Take the Everio GZ-MG21, for example. At $600, it's
JVC's entry-level model, but the 20 GB hard drive can hold up to 25 hours of video. And
there's an SD card slot if you want to expand on that. It comes with a 32x optical zoom,
so you can really get close to the action. Three Everio models (the GZ-MG27, 37 and
77) are compatible with JVC's Everio Share Station. This is a stand-alone DVD burner
that also converts the camera'’s files into standard MPEG 2 format. It connects to the
camera via USB, and can be sued as a DVD burner with a PC, as well.

Tip: The Ultra-compact Camcorder for an Active Lifestyle

If you're active and into fun, the SC-X210L Sports Camcorder is the Samsung digital
camcorder designed just for you. It's fairly low-resolution (680k Pixel CCD), but has
features that make it a serious option for people who like to shoot on the go... literally.
The SC-X210L is a true sports camcorder. It comes with an external (secondary) lens in
a weather-resistant case. Strap the lens on your arm with the included band — camera
safely tucked inside your parka - and you're set to show family and friends just how
exciting your snowboarding vacation really was. Or give them a front row seat with you
on a roller coaster — while you still hold on with both hands. Your imagination is the limit.
This little Samsung digital camcorder comes with 1 GB of internal memory (expandable
via its SD/MMC card slot), a 10x optical zoom and electronic image stabilization (You're
going to need it!). You can even use it as an MP3 player, so you can take your music
with you on your adventures.
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Tip: All-purpose Camera Support

One very handy photo accessory — and one of the least expensive — is a small
beanbag. As a support, it has almost unlimited uses. When you're grabbing quick shots
out of your car's window — think wildlife at Yellowstone National Park - a small beanbag
helps steady your camera, and protects both camera and car window. Want to be in the
picture, but not carry a tripod? A beanbag both levels your camera and keeps it safe
and steady while you're using the self-timer. How about close-up shots of nature? Using
a beanbag allows you to angle your camera and get in close. A beanbag comes in
handy almost anytime you need to steady your camera. And they're small, light and
cheap.

Tip: Digital Camera — Digital Frame

Displaying your digital photos can be just as high-tech as taking them when you use a
digital picture frame. As LCD prices have declined, frames that can display a series of
your digital photos have become very affordable. You can buy some desktop digital
picture frames for under $100.00. But there's a tremendous variety of digital picture
frames. There are even keychain styles with 1” screens — and enough memory to store
more than 50 digital photos. And wall-mount frames with 19” (diagonal) screens are
available and can run $1,200 or more. Some digital picture frames have internal
memory that you fill by connecting the frame to your computer. Others can download
from memory cards. Most play continuous slideshows. Many have manual scrolling, so
you can select a picture to view. Some even offer sound options, so you can even
download music files to accompany your slide show.

Tip: Transfer Files More Easily

Transferring files from your digital camera to your computer can be annoying. But
there's a digital photo accessory that can make it a lot easier. A memory card reader
frees you from having to plug your digital camera into your computer to transfer
pictures. There's no messing with cables, because you can leave the card reader
plugged into a USB port full-time. Just pop in your memory card and download. There
are even PCMCIA versions for laptop users. Readers that accept multiple types of
memory cards start at about $20.00.
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Tip: 5 Megapixels — a Multitude of Options

Prices for fixed focal length 5 MP cameras start at around $100 — and about $25 more
will get you a 3x optical zoom. Some of these cameras are feature-rich, and the number
of models to chose from borders on amazing. Below are examples of the wide range of
features available in this category. Point-and-Shoot: Kodak EasyShare C533 — This
inexpensive point-and-shoot offers a 3x optical zoom lens (37mm - 111mm in 35mm
terms), 13 scene modes, selectable ISO and two auto focus options. The C533 has a
movie mode with sound. As with most basic digital cameras, exposure is fully automatic.
Advanced: Fujifilm FinePix S5200 — Super-zooms aren't found just in the 7 and 8 MP
realm. The FinePix S5200 packs a 10x optical zoom (38mm - 380mm in 35mm terms)
for under $300. It also offers five exposure modes — including full manual. The S5200
records images as either JPEG or RAW files, offers three focus modes and has
selectable ISO settings from 64 — 1600. Shutter speeds range from 1/2000 to 15
seconds. It even has a movie mode with sound and a small (3 frame) burst mode at 2
fps. Unusual: Sanyo Xacti VPC-C5 — It looks like a tiny, hand-held digital video camera,
because it is... but Sanyo's VPC-C5 is also a 5 MP digital camera with a 5x optical
zoom. And just to confuse matters further, the Dual Shot function enables you to shoot
both VGA-quality video and 5 MP stills at the same time! The VPC-C5 offers three
metering modes, selectable ISO settings from 50 — 800 and even plays slide shows.

Tip: 6 Megapixels — Balancing Resolution and Price

Buy.com Tip: When you get into the 6 megapixel range, consider a digital SLR.
Entry-level models cost no more than super-zoom models — and some are quite a bit
less - but offer a great deal more flexibility.

Tip: 8 Megapixels — For Those Who Like Enlargements

An 8 megapixel digital camera can provide crisp 12" x 16” enlargements — plenty big
enough to make an impact hanging on anyone's wall. And there are still an amazing
number of options at this resolution. Here are three examples: Point-and-Shoot:
Olympus SP-350 — This model features a 3x zoom (38mm - 114mm | N35mm terms)
that's pretty fast (f/2.8) at the short end. The minimum focusing distance for macro shots
is just 2 cm (0.8”). Unlike most point-and-shoot models, the SP-350 offers full manual
exposure control, as well as auto, program auto, aperture priority and shutter priority.
There are also 24 pre-programmed scene modes. Another unusual point-and-shoot
feature is the ability to shoot two-frame bursts at 2.4 fps. ISO is selectable from 64 —
400. Advanced: Samsung Pro 815 SE — The numbers say it all: the “8” stands for 8
megapixels, and the “15” is for the astounding 15x (28mm - 420mm in 35mm terms)
Schneider-Kreuznach f/2.2-4.6 lens. This camera indeed qualifies as a super-zoom. The
closest focus distance is remarkable for such a long zoom: just 3 cm (1.2”). The 815 SE
can save images as JPEG, TIFF or RAW files. There's a complete set of exposure
options, including bracketing for 3 or 5 frames. d-SLR: Canon EOS 20D — This 8.25
megapixel SLR shoots JPEG files, RAW or both. There are four selectable focus



options; shutter speeds from 1/8000 sec to 30 seconds, plus bulb; five exposure modes,
including full manual; and nine selectable white balance settings. Shutter lag, which
plagues many digital point-and-shoots, is less than 1/100 second. And the EOS 20D is
capable of burst of 23 frames at 5 fps. This model also gets you access to Canon's
extensive line of lenses, which opens up limitless shooting possibilities.

Tip: Easily Forgotten Features Make Shooting More Enjoyable

When you're buying a new digital camera, there are some obvious features you'll
compare, such as resolution (megapixels), zoom, camera size and the size and
brightness of the LCD screen. But there are a few other features that should be part of
any digital camera comparison. Shutter Lag — shutter lag is that annoying space
between the time you press the shutter release on the camera and when the camera
actually takes the picture. If you've ever photographed children, you'll know that's more
than enough time to miss the shot. Look for the shortest lag time possible — some
point-and-shoots now claim to have lag times as low as .005 second. Power Source —
Occasional snapshooters may be happiest with cameras that run on AA batteries.
They're available virtually everywhere, and they eliminate the need to recharge after the
camera has been sitting unused for weeks or more. Access to Menu Features — Some
cameras are easier than others when it comes to accessing various menu features. And
when you're shooting, you don't want to have to scroll through several layers of menu to
get to the setting you want to change. For example, the Pentax Optio WP has a
customizable “green button” that allows you to access four settings of your choice with
just a press of the button. Movie Sound — Quite a few digital point-and-shoot cameras
offer a “movie mode” that allows you to record short video clips. But some don't record
sound. Unless you like silent movies, look for sound as well as movie capability. Digital
Zoom — Ignore this feature. It's really not a zoom at all, and is meaningless for camera
comparison purposes. (Compare only the “optical zoom” numbers.) Digital zoom merely
enlarges a portion of the screen, resulting in a grainier shot. If your new camera comes
with a digital zoom — and most do — turn it off, so you don't accidentally ruin a shot by
moving into the digital zoom range.
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Tip: BBB Provides Online Buyers with Assurance

You can quickly provide yourself with an extra measure of security when you're looking
to buy a digital camera. The Better Business Bureau offers a list of more than 29,300
websites that are Better Business Bureau (BBB) members, meet the BBB's online
standards for reliability and ethics and have agreed to submit to the BBB's — or similar —
arbitration program if complaints arise. If you're nervous about doing business with a






